
 

 

ABOUT NYC COMPOST PROJECT 

The NYC Compost Project (NYCCP), created by the NYC Department of Sanitation (DSNY) in 1993, works to rebuild NYC’s soils 
by providing New Yorkers with the knowledge, skills, and opportunities they need to make and use compost locally.  

NYC Compost Project programs are implemented by DSNY-funded teams at seven host organizations, including Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden, Build It Green!NYC, Earth Matter NY, Lower East Side Ecology Center, Queens Botanical Garden, Snug Harbor Cultural 
Center & Botanical Garden, and The New York Botanical Garden. 

 

FY14 ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

In FY14, NYCCP’s work focused on six program areas: 1) local organics recovery; 2) technical assistance; 3) education and 
training; 4) public engagement; 5) compost and mulch distribution; and 6) urban farming.  

 

1. LOCAL ORGANICS RECOVERY  

The NYCCP hosts neighborhood food scrap drop-off sites and composts residential food and yard waste accepted at those sites 
locally. NYCCP drop-off sites are located at farmers markets, subway stations, public libraries, and other popular locations, and 
NYCCP teams continuously strive to make residential food waste recycling more convenient. 

FY14 Accomplishments: 

 Accepted and locally composted 1,784,012 pounds (892 tons) of residential organics. 

 Hosted 17 food waste drop-off sites at farmers’ markets, subway stations, public libraries, and other popular locations—
reaching 42,563 New Yorkers. 

 Provided source separation services for 34 events (e.g., Five Boro Bike Tour; NYC Century Tour)—reaching 68,655 people. 
 

 
 

2. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  

The NYCCP provides technical assistance to community composters, which includes guidance on constructing composting 
systems, managing volunteers, preventing and resolving neighborhood conflicts, sourcing and managing organic waste materials, 
and more. NYCCP teams also sell low-cost composting equipment and manage a Compost Help Line to answer questions and to 
troubleshoot problems over the phone or by email.   

FY14 Accomplishments: 

 Conducted 155 technical assistance activities, providing 1,109 community composters with technical guidance on 
constructing composting systems, managing volunteers, preventing and resolving neighborhood conflicts, sourcing and 
managing materials, and more. 

 Hosted 37 compost workdays, attended by 512 volunteers, to support community compost sites. 

 Established the NYC Community Composting Council (NYCCCC) to create a forum for community composters to voice their 
needs and provide feedback for NYCCP. 

 
 



 

 

3. EDUCATION & TRAINING  

The NYCCP provides compost education for New Yorkers of all ages. This includes composting workshops and classes at venues 
across NYC and an advanced Master Composter Certificate Program that trains a select group of interested New Yorkers every 
year to develop, maintain, and revitalize community composting projects across all five boroughs. 

FY14 Accomplishments: 

 Provided 139 workshops on composting for 2,470 New Yorkers of all ages. 

 Trained 82 NYC Master Composter Certificate Program students.  

 Certified 47 Master Composters (students who completed their service hours), achieving a 63% graduation rate citywide—
the highest rate since FY07.  

 

4. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

The NYCCP provides composting information and involves tens of thousands of New Yorkers in the composting process each 
year. NYCCP teams host information tables, give public presentations, and lead tours of compost sites. They also offer a range of 
opportunities for New Yorkers to get involved at all stages of the composting process—from accepting food scraps, to 
processing food waste, to using finished compost.   

FY14 Accomplishments: 

 Conducted a total of 296 outreach activities, which included hosting information tables at events, giving public 
presentations, and leading tours of compost sites—reaching 13,806 people. 

 Engaged 4,304 volunteers in all aspects of NYCCP’s work, from hosting food waste drop-off sites to using finished compost.  
 
 

5. COMPOST & MULCH DISTRIBUTION 

The NYCCP distributes locally-produced compost to support community gardens and other neighborhood greening projects. 
Compost amends depleted urban soils so it can support diverse plant life and helps to detoxify soils contaminated by heavy 
metals. 

FY14 Accomplishments: 

 Distributed 10,022 bags of DSNY compost and mulch to community gardens, urban farms, schools, street tree stewards, 
and public greening initiatives in all five boroughs. 
 

 
 

6. URBAN FARMING 

The NYCCP’s newest program area aims to increase support for composting by showing New Yorkers firsthand how compost is 
vital for food production—in other words, change the way New Yorkers see their apple cores: instead of waste, they see a 
valuable resource! 

FY14 Accomplishments: 

 Developed urban farm at Queens Botanical Garden that demonstrates a closed-loop food waste recycling model, wherein 
food scraps accepted at local drop-off sites are processed on-site into compost that is used to grow food that’s donated 
emergency feeding programs.  

 Engaged 429 volunteers in urban farming activities.  


